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Common pochard 
ADULT FEMALE

Scapulars are dark
grey-brown, clearly vermiculated-mottled,

more densely so at the tip. Tertials are long, dark grey
to brown-grey, the tip often dusted in grey-white. Secondaries are ash 

grey with a narrow white tip. Lesser and median coverts are dark grey 
with a varying degree of white dusting, always more densely at the tip. 

Inner primaries are not mottled.

Folded wing length : 200 to 216 mm.
Moult : primaries and coverts are changed from July to late 
October. Breeding scapulars and tertials are usually acquired 
by November.
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➌ Lesser and median coverts

 

potentially over the whole visible surface of 
the feather. However, dusting is almost 
always denser at the extreme edge than 
elsewhere on the feather.

➊ Greater tertial coverts
Feathers not worn, with gently rounded tip.
They are dark grey, with white dusting at the
tip.

➋ Greater secondary coverts and
secondaries
Check the feathers in the central part of the 
wing. Greater secondary coverts have a square 
tip. They are dark grey with white mottling-
dusting at the tip, denser on the edge. Central 
secondaries (seventh, eighth and ninth feathers) 
are ash grey; they often lack any dusting or are 
lightly mottled only on the outer vane, right 
before the narrow white tip.

➊

➌

➋

Highly variable amount of dusting. Large dark 
grey feathers with a rounded or square tip. 
Depending on the individual, they can be 
densely or lightly dusted-mottled in white, 



Common pochard
JUVENILE FEMALE

Folded wing length : 185 to 215 mm.
Moult : moult of scapulars initiated during the autumn. 
Tertials and greater tertial coverts sometimes moulted in 
October-November, but usually later.

Juvenile-type scapulars and
tertials are brown, faded and worn. They do not show any

mottling. Secondaries are brown-grey with a very narrow (sometimes even lacking) 
whitish band at the tip. Lesser and median coverts are dark grey-brown, with 

little or no light grey dusting only at the tip.

Ad.

Ad.

Juv.
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➊ Greater tertial coverts
 

➋ Greater secondary coverts and
secondaries
Check the feathers in the central part of the 
wing.  Greater secondary coverts are relatively 
narrow, with a rounded tip. They are dark grey-
brown, usually without dusting or with a light 
dusting at the tip. Central secondaries (seventh, 
eighth and ninth feathers) are ash grey to 
brown-grey, without any dusting. They show 
a very limited narrow pale line at the tip.

➌ Lesser and median coverts
Narrow feathers with rounded-obtuse tip. They 
are dark grey-brown, plain or lightly dusted in 
white only at the tip. 
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➊

➌

➋

Feathers show a rounded-obtuse, sometimes 
pointed tip, often worn. They are brown to 
grey-brown, usually without any dusting.




